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A sentiment of loyalty to their own King and country led some of
these Saxon troops to refuse to take orders from Blucher. He sup-
pressed the mutiny with extreme severity, and on this occasion
wrote as follows to King Frederick Augustus of Saxony:
Your Majesty,
By your earlier proceedings your majesty has brought
the profoundest disaster upon your subjects, a respected branch
of the German nation.
It may result from your subsequent conduct that this branch
will be overwhelmed with shame.
The rebellion in the army, which has been organized from
Friedrichsfelde and Pressburg, has broken out, has broken out
at a time when the whole of Germany is rising against the
common enemy. The criminal offenders have openly proclaimed
Bonaparte as their protector, and have forced me, who during
five-arid-fifty years of active service have been in the fortunate
position of never shedding any blood but that of my enemies,
for the first time to carry out executions in my army.
By the enclosure, your majesty will see what I have hitherto
done in the hope of saving tiie honour of the Saxon name, but
it is the last attempt.
If my voice is not heard, I shall be compelled, not without
pain, but with the repose of my own good conscience and sense
of duty fulfilled, to restore order by 'force, and, if it should be
necessary, to have the entire Saxon army shot down.
The blood that has been spilled will one day at God's judg-
ment-seat be visited upon hfm who is responsible: and before
the throne of the Almighty to have given commands, and to have
allowed commands to be given, will be regarded as identical.
Your majesty is well aware that an old man of seventy-three
can no longer have any other earthly desire than to make the
voice of truth audible and to make the right prevail
For this reason your majesty will have to receive this letter.
BLUCHER.
Headquarters at Liege,
May 6,1815.
His ways of expressing affection were peculiar. When his wife
died, he observed: 'Yes, the toad was beautiful like tne deuce,
aid she had me feeling of a thousand devils/ A rather similar
type of sentiment is shown in a remark he made to Metternich